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Ge t t in g  S yste m  H e lp  --- Th e  m an  C om m an d

L inux to  a  beg inner m ay seem  com plex  and d iff icu lt  as there  are  m any 

com m ands and f iles to  rem em ber.  Fortunate ly, m ost  L inux d ist ribu tions com e 

w ith  a  system  he lp m anua l w h ich  assists a  user to  use a  sw itch  in  a  com m and 

or ed it  a  f ile .  

T o  u se  “m an ” fro m  th e  C om m an d  P ro m p t

In the  com m and prom pt, type: 

#  m an [the  com m and to  lookup]

T o get he lp  from  the  desktop:

1 . G o to  F edora  ->  H e lp

2. S elect the  C ategories and T opics
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� Getting Online Help --- Tutorials and HOWTOs 
Website

© docs.linux.com© tldp.org
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Ge t t in g  O n lin e  H e lp

T he are  m any w ebsites tha t  o f fe rs  tu to ria ls and H O W T O s.  H ow ever, the qua lity 

o f these tu toria ls a re  num erous and uneven in  qua lity.  It  is recom m ended tha t  

the  user vis it  reputab le  and re liab le  w ebsites to  ob ta in  he lp .  F urtherm ore , the  

fo llow ing w ebsites are  quite encom passing covering  a  w ide range o f  top ics.

d o cs.lin ux.co m

D ocs.linux.com  is a  reposito ry of  how tos and tu toria ls.  T h is w ebsite  usua lly 

conta ins handy t ips and tricks on  the  usage o f linux app lica tions .

t ldp .o rg

linuxdoc.org  is the  o ff ic ia l p lace w here the  L inux D ocum enta t ion  P ro ject  

pub lishes the  "H ow tos" , "G u ides", and "Man pages".  T he docum enta t ion  is 

o rgan ized a lphabet ica lly and in  ca tegories.
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� Trouble Shooting the X server
© To kill an application: ALT-F4© To kill X: CTRL-ALT-BACKSPACE
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T ro u ble  S h o ot in g  th e  X  se rve r

E ven as the  L inux K erne l is know n to  be  very stab le, there  are  m any 

app lica tions tha t a re   used in  L inux know n to  be  still under deve lopm ent .  

A pp lica tions tha t has not been re leased as stab le  m ay be use d in  an  X  

environm ent.  T hese app lica t ions m ay conta in  bugs w h ich  com prom ises system  

stab ility.  It  is im portan t tha t a  user possesses som e X  server troub leshooting  

skills to  tackle  these situa t ions.

If fo r som e reason in  the  G U I environm ent , an  app lica tion  has stopped 

respond ing, the  follow ing steps can be used to  f ix the  prob lem :

P ro ce d u re :

1. P ress A LT -F 4 to  kill an  app lica tion  tha t  has stopped respond ing.

2 . If p rocedure  one doe s not w ork, save a ll the  w ork in  o ther w indow s, and press 

C TR L-A LT -B AC K SP A C E .  T h is w ill k ill the  X  server.  If  the  system  logs in to  the  

system  using  a  graph ica l in te rface, then the  system  w ill end up in  the log in  

screen.  If  the  system  logs in  from  the  text  log in  in te rface, the system  w ill end 

up a t  a  com m and prom pt. T ype “s ta rtx”  to  res tart  the  X  server aga in .

If fo r som e reason the  X  server fa ils to  sta rt o r keeps go ing  back to  the  

com m and prom pt w ith  an  error m essage, use the  fo llow ing steps in  the  next  

s lide  to  reconfigure  the  X  server.
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� Trouble Shooting the X server
© Configuring X: redhat-config-xfree86© To start the GUI, at command prompt type: startx
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P ro ce d u re :
1 .A t a  c omma nd p rompt in  F edora , type :

#  redha t-c on fig -xfree86 .

2.R econfigure  X  w ith  the  m enu.

3 . S et  the configura tions w ith  the  follow ing va lues:

In S et t ings T ab:

R eso lu t ion : 1024x768

C olor D epth : M illions o f C o lors

In H ardw are  T ab:

M onitor T ype: C om paq 140

V ideo C ard: In te l 845

If redhat-config-xfree86 fails to  run , use the  fo llow ing steps in  a  com m and 

prom pt  to  f ix the  prob lem :

P ro ce d u re :
1 .A t a  c omma nd p rompt in  F edora , type : 

#  X F ree86  -c on figu re  

2 .Bac kup  the  o ld  file  X F 86C onfig  to  X F 86C onfig .bak by typ ing :

#  mv  /e tc /X 11 /X F 86C onfig   /e tc /X 11 /X F 86C onfig .bak

3 .Co py a  new ly c rea ted  file  X F 86 Config .new  in  the  c u r ren t d irec to ry to  /

e tc /X 11 /X F 96C onfig .  D o  th is  by typ ing : 

#  c p  ./X F 86C onfig .new   /e tc /X 11 /X F 86C onfig

4 .Res ta r t the  X  s e rv e r by typ ing :

#  s ta r tx
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�  Linux Safe Mode
© Switching to runlevel 1, Linux's safe mode level.Ö At command prompt, type: telinit 1© Booting to safe mode from GRUB.
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L in u x S afe  M o de

T he L inux sa fe  m ode is at ta ined by passing  an argum ent in to  the  boot  

param eters.  A  user m ay w an t to  en ter th is m ode to  perfo rm  system  

m ain tenance tasks or even fo r the  recovery of  the  roo t passw ord .  W hen in  sa fe  

m ore , there  is potentia l tha t m ore  harm  can be done to  the  system  if the  user is 

no t care fu l.

T o  e n te r in to  safe  m o d e  fro m  GR U B

P ro ce d u re :

1. R eboot the  system  and a t  the  G R U B  boot  im age se lec tion  m enu, p ress “e”  

to  add a  param eter to  the  boot param eters.

2 . U se the  arrow  key to  se lect the  line  w ith “kernel... ... ...”  and press “e”  aga in .

3 . G o to  the  end o f  the  line  and add the  w ord  “sing le” .

4 . P ress “b”  to  boot w ith  the  param eters .

A fte r en tering  the  param eter, the  boot p rocess  shou ld  boot as norm al and drop 

the  user a t a  com m and prom pt w ithout  logg ing  in . W hen the  requ ired  tasks is 

done in  the  sa fe  m ode, type “exit”  to  continue w ith  the  rest  o f the  boot  p rocess.
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